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Synopsis

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLERJanet Evanovich and Lee Goldberg, bestselling authors of The
Heist, return in this action-packed, exciting adventure featuring master con artist Nicolas Fox and
die-hard FBI agent Kate Oa ™Hare. And this time around, things go from hot to nuclear when
government secrets are on the line. A Internationally renowned thief and con artist Nicolas Fox is
famous for running elaborate and daring scams. His greatest con of all: convincing the FBI to team
him up with the only person who has ever caught him, and the only woman to ever capture his
attention, Special Agent Kate Oa ™Hare. Together theya ™Il go undercover to swindle and catch
the worlda ™s most wanteda "and untouchablea "criminals. A Their newest target is Carter Grove,
a former White House chief of staff and the ruthless leader of a private security agency. Grove has
stolen a rare Chinese artifact from the Smithsonian, a crime that will torpedo U.S. relations with
China if it ever becomes public. Nick and Kate must work under the radaréa "and against the

A N,

clocké "to devise a plan to steal the piece back. Confronting Grovea ™s elite assassins, Nick and
Kate rely on the skills of their ragtag crew, including a flamboyant actor, a Geek Squad techie, and a
band of AARP-card-carrying mercenaries led by none other than Katea ™s dad. A A daring heist
and a deadly chase lead Nick and Kate from Washington, D.C., to Shanghai, from the highlands of
Scotland to the underbelly of Montreal. But itd ™Il take more than death threats, trained henchmen,
sleepless nights, and the fate of a dynastya ™s priceless heirloom to outsmart Fox and

0O4a ™Hare.Praise for The Chase A & ceFast and entertaining . . . new thrills and adventure on every
page.a +a "Examiner.com A a ceThe action never stops . . . and a humorous tone keeps everything
moving at a fun clip.a «a "Associated Press A & ceGreat fun, with plenty of twists.a «a "The

Sacramento Bee
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Customer Reviews

Marketing this novel as a thriller (or even a romantic comedy combined with a thriller) is seriously
misleading. The Chase is too cute for its own good -- certainly too cute for readers who are looking
for a plausible story. The Chase is so over-the-top that | was unable to buy into the plot or the
characters. The cheesy banter between Kate and Nicolas, meant to be witty and suggestively
sexual, seems designed to appeal to preteens. The Chase is intended as light reading, but it's so
fluffy and insubstantial | felt like | was reading a cloud.Special Agent Kate O’Hare is chasing the
dreamy Nicolas Fox and not just because she would like to cuddle up against his lean and firm
body. Fox seems to have robbed a bank but, as O’'Hare knows, he has stolen from a safe deposit
box at the FBI's direction to obtain evidence because the FBI is apparently unwilling or unable to get
a warrant to search for it. The crime (the details of which are left unexplained) is ridiculous and
O’Hare should go to prison for having any part in it. How she manages to reconcile her profound
sense of law-and-order with her willingness to subvert the Constitution while being a party to a bank
robbery is something Evanovich doesn’t explain. | have difficulty cheering for a hypocrite who fails to
recognize her own hypocrisy, and O’Hare’s self-righteous justification for breaking the law
(repeatedly) doesn’t endear me to her.Now the FBI needs O’Hare to commit a crime that’s even
more ridiculous: stealing a bronze rooster from the highly placed man who bought it from the thief
who stole it from the Smithsonian. The man is so highly placed (think Karl Rove) that the FBI

doesn’t want to "embarrass" the country by arresting him.

I've always been a fan of Clive Cussler’s Dirk Pitt and NUMA Files adventures, and THE CHASE is
the same kind of story. There’s a larger-than-life hero who faces impossible challenges and is
viciously injured but gets right up. There are fast cars, a discreet liaison with a beautiful woman,
loyal associates, and big transportation (in this case trains rather than boats). Oh, and a sociopathic
villain.All that’s to the good. Of course we also have writing from the Hardy Boys school of literature
and fantastic plot elements. That's no surprise and if you’re a fan, you just read around it. Here’s an
example of an overloaded sentence from the beginning of Chapter 15:"Cromwell’s chauffeur drove
the 1906 Rolls-Royce Brougham, made by the London coach maker Barker, with its six-cylinder,

thirty-horsepower engine, from the garage to the front of the palatial Nob Hill mansion Cromwell had



designed himself and constructed from white marble blocks cut and hauled by railroad from a quarry
in Colorado."Hmmm ... anyone got a red pencil?The hero is one Isaac Bell, an independently
wealthy private detective. The villain is a bank robber-murderer known as "the Butcher Bandit." Bell,
through hot detective work and breathtaking good luck, gets on the trail of the Bandit by page 168
(of 404). The rest of the book -- the better half -- involves a lot of fast driving, a locomotive race,
some shooting and robbing, and the San Francisco earthquake of 1906. Oh, and of course a
satisfactory ending. THE CHASE does have a structural device that kicks it up a notch. While the
story takes place in 1906, the book opens and closes with a 1950 underwater salvage operation in a

large Montana lake.
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